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Dear Families, 
 
The New Mexico Public Education Department, NMPED, informed school districts and charter schools 
that opting in or opting out of testing this year are both possibilities. The NMPED applied for a waiver 
and is awaiting approval. If approved, districts and charter schools will have a say in administration of 
the mandated tests.  Although the state is encouraging schools to participate in statewide testing, even if 
the waiver is approved, they are allowing each district and charter school to make the decision based on 
circumstances surrounding learning during this unique school year.   
 
For now, RRVCS will continue to provide instruction via remote and does not plan to administer the 
mandated tests if the waiver is approved. Referring to the advisement of the Flexible Testing Guidance 
and Considerations published by the NMPED on January 28, 2021 parents can request state testing for 
their child(ren) even if the school is opting out. The optional tests include New Mexico Assessment of 
Science Readiness, NM-ASR, (science) and the New Mexico Measure of Student Success and 
Achievement, NM-MSSA, (math and reading). 
 
The NM-ASR is a statewide summative assessment for science, administered at grades 5, 8, and 11. 
The NM-ASR is designed to measure student proficiency with the concepts and skills in the NM STEM 
Ready Science Standards. The NM-ASR test was administered as a field test in 2019 and 2020 and 
would have been utilized as the universal science assessment this year had COVID-19 not become a 
barrier.  
 
The NM-MSSA is a statewide summative assessment for English Language Arts, Spanish Language 
Arts, and mathematics, administered at the end of grades 3-8. NM-MSSA provides important 
information on student learning used to evaluate the efficacy and equity of educational programs. NM-
MSSA is aligned to the state’s academic standards and provides an accurate, comparable indication of 
student performance compared to others in the state.  
 
Again, RRVCS is opting out of state testing this year, however if you would like your child(ren) to 
participate in state testing we will accommodate the request.  Please let Mrs. Ritterhouse know by 
March 1, 2021 via email or phone call which tests you would like your child(ren) to take.  No action is 
needed if you DO NOT want your child(ren) to participate.  To restate, if the federal government 
approves the waiver submitted by the NMPED to opt out, RRVCS will opt out.   
 
If interested, the following link takes you to practice tests available online. 
 

https://nmpracticetest.measuredprogress.org/student/login 
 

 
Sincerely, 
 
Kimberly Ritterhouse 
School Administrator 


